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LPC #2010300032 -- Winnebago County
Rexnord, Inc., Rockford Products Plant No. 2
11.D00C 805895

May 1C, 1988

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Rexnord, Inc., Rockford Products Plant No. 2 (R.P. 2), which has been
in operation since 1974, manufactures and plates screws. R.P. 2 is
located atout one mile east of the Rock River in a heavily industrialized
part of southeast Rockford at 612 Harrison Avenue. They submitted
their RCRA Part A application on November 14, 1980 and have currently
requested withdrawal of that application.

According to the Part A, R.P. 2 generates the following listed hazardous
waste: FOO1, F002, FO006, FOO7, FO0O8, F009, FO10, FOl11l, FO12, FO17,
F018, P029, PO30, PO55, PO74, P106, P121, U122, U154, U220, and U228.
This facility also operates the following RCRA units: S01 (1000 gallon
container storage), S02 (one 1000 gallon and one 6000 gallon tank
storagz), TO1 (tank treatment) and TO4 (other treatment). In addition,
R.P. 2 has an Air permit and two Water Pollution permits. The Air
permit (No. 73040733) allows R.P. 2 to operate emission sources and/or
air pollution control equipment. One of the Water Pollution permits
(No. :983-EP-2722) allows R.P. 2 to operate a pretreatment unit and
the o:her permit (IL0059714) allows R.P. 2 to discharge non-contact
ccoliny water into the Rock River via stormwater sewer system.

During the operational history at R.P. 2, two separate incidents resulted
in soil contamination. On May 7, 1986, during a closure inspection
of a container storage area, IEPA personnel discovered an oily substance
covering the storage area floor. Further investigation revealed that
this <substance was seeping through a wall crack and had spread over
the cleaned storage area. The crack in the exterior concrete wall
was at the lowest elevation of a diked area containing three vertical
0il storage tanks and one horizontal used-oil tank. A sample was col-
lected by R.P. 2 personnel and an analysis revealed the substance was
E.P. toxic for cadmium (1.023 mg/1). To correct the problem, R.P. 2
removed approximately two fifty-five gallon drums of dirt, gravel and
debris from the area of the crack. The wall crack was repaired on
bcth sides of the wall by removing any loose material and filling the
crack with caulking material impervious to petroleum products.



‘Page 2

Then, on July 7, 1986, four soil samples were collected by R.P. 2 person-
nel around the tanks and containment area. The most significant levels
oF contamination detected consisted of 88 ppb of Benzene, 198 ppb of
Chlorobenzene, 775 ppb of Tetrachloroethene, 970 ppb of Toluene, and
12,800 ppb of Xylene. A representative for R.P. 2 claims that the
contamination is due to the fact that the tanks were painted within
the past six months and the paint probably contained Xylene. The
Benzene, Toluene, and Tetrachloroethene reportedly came from thinners
and cleaners used during the same operation. On August 6, 1986,
B“11 Naill, a representative for R.P. 2, submitted a corrective action
ptan to the IEPA regional office in Rockford. This plan included the
removal and disposal of about 25 yards of soil and subsequent replacement
w'th a 4" wire-reinforced concrete floor with a catch sump at the Towest
elevation. To date, the proposed corrective action plan has not been
implemented, but R.P. 2 has recently indicated an interest in conducting
the clean-up.

In addition, Rockford Products Plant No. 3, which is located across
the street from, R.P. 2, cleaned up a contaminated seepage pit between
1982-1984. This pit contained oils, incinerator ash, and contaminated
storm water run-off. Some of this material went to a landfill, while
a great amount of the ash and contaminated sand and soil reportedly
went across the street to R.P. 2 to fill a foundation under a new
building.

Any scil contamination at R.P. 2 is a major concern because the City
of Rockford relies on the underlying aquifers as the primary source
of putlic drinking water. R.P. 2 is situated above an outwash filled
bedrock valley in a highly permeable soil. The shallow glacial outwash
consists principally of sand and gravel deposits which serve as a major
acuifer. Beneath this aquifer underlies the Galena-Platteville Dolomite,
fcllowad by the Glenwood and St. Peter Sandstones, all of the Ordovician
system. Each of these members are hydraulically interconnected and
serve as regional or local aquifers.

On April 1, 1988, an off-site reconnaissance inspection was conducted
tc inspect site security, accessibility, the surrounding habitat, and
to update the operational status and site conditions. The site appeared
tc be operational at the time of the inspection. Plant security consists
of a well-constructed fence around the perimeter of the property, and
a security vehicle. The site appeared to be in good condition and
nc signs of contamination were visible. The Rock River is Tlocated
atout one mile east, and the area surrounding the site is heavily
indust~ialized with small residential areas.

R.P. 2 has been assigned a medium priority for a site inspection.
This cecision is based on the high HRS score, which is a result of
the 1leirge population utilizing groundwater as the primary source of
drinking water in the Rockford area.

JWM: tk:4/29/29-1
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